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Toronto CDSB Student Reflections: I Want to 
Change the World 

 
 
By Wanda O’Brien, Toronto CDSB graduate 

 

Craig Kielburger asked roughly 1,500 students from 150 Ontario Catholic high schools to raise a hand if they had a 

“cause.” Several hands shot up. A few tentative hands were slowly raised. He then asked the roomful of youth gathered

in Toronto October 22 who was looking for a cause. Different hands rose into the air.    

He invited the two groups to get to know each other.  

Kielburger and his brother, Marc, are the co-

founders of Free the Children and Me to We, 

organizations dedicated to changing the world, 

and both are graduates of Ontario's publicly 

funded Catholic education system. “We found 

out faith in service,” Kielburger told the crowd. 

The brothers were the keynote speakers at the 

Catholic Curriculum Corporation’s When Faith 

Meets Pedagogy Youth Forum, a one-day  event 

for students prior to the start of the 14th annual 

conference aimed at Catholic educators.  

The day was an opportunity for youth to worship, 

celebrate, learn about different social justice 

movements and find out that there is no age 

requirement to make the world a better place.  

“We believe the most powerful people in the world are students,” said Kielburger.  “And when they come together to 

influence social change they can make amazing things happen.”   

Kielburger used Free the Children as one example. The commitment of Kielburger and 11 friends in his Grade 7 class

in 1995 to improve child rights spiralled into an international organization that has overseen the creation of over 500 

schools in Asia, Africa and Latin America, more than 23,000 alternative income projects, and recently brought together 

over 32,000 youth during the Me to We Days in Toronto and Vancouver to talk about social change. 

Luke Stocking, an animator with the Catholic organization Development and Peace, spoke to the students about agro-

fuel farming in Columbia and human rights and environmental abuses that occur. “Youth get it. They get social justice,”

said Stocking, who became active in social issues as a youth about 14 years ago. “I’m proof of the effect that reaching 

out to people at this age can have. This has become my vocation in life now.”     

When Stocking was 16 he attended a conference similar to the Youth Forum, but focused on sweat shops. “When I 

was in high school if you asked who knew about sweat shops people wouldn’t raise their hands. Now if I say I got 

involved as a high school student because of sweat shops, who knows what a sweat shop is, 98 per cent [of students]

raise their hands. That’s educational change.” 

Students were exposed to one of three different presentations highlighting social issues. Speakers were from 

Development and Peace, Romero House, an organization that provides support for Toronto’s refugee community, and 

KAIROS, a church-based social justice movement.  

Trying to improve social conditions in the world could seem overwhelming with so many different causes to choose 
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from. But Greg Rogers, Coordinator of Student Leadership at the Toronto Catholic District School Board and the 

organizer of the Youth Forum, said he hopes students end the day asking one thing: “What gifts have been given to me

by God?”   

The second step, Rogers said, is to look at how those gifts can translate into positive social change and start people 

living the Me to We philosophy. “It’s not just about me and my gifts and look how good I am, but how can I say, okay, 

these are my gifts and with these gifts come responsibility to do something to make the world a better place.”  

Devaun Cashe, a Grade 12 student at Bishop Marrocco/Thomas Merton Catholic high school, is doing that. Cashe 

helped run the liturgy at the Youth Forum and has participated in previous Me to We events and leadership training at 

Camp Olympia, also run by Rogers. He volunteers with Planned Parenthood and walks the Toronto downtown streets 

with a friend to give food to the homeless.  

“It sounds kind of corny,” Cashe said, “but I want to change the world.” 
 
Read other Good News stories from across the province by clicking here. 
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