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Kigali: World Bank chief Robert Zoellick ended his two-day trip Wednesday evening 
but not without a courtesy-call on President Paul Kagame. Discussions ranged from 
rebuilding Rwanda, integration and inclusion, capacity, foreign aid, agriculture and 
infrastructure, according to Mr. Zoellick.  

Mr. Zoellick also had sometime to dance to the Intore tunes as he started the two-
day visit on Tuesday at the Northern Province border post with DR Congo (Photo: 

Wanda O’Brien)

Near the end of a two-day visit to Rwanda, the World Bank (WB) head concluded 
that the international organization needs to act with the same ambition as Rwanda. 

“This is a country that is doing incredible things. People are very open about 
challenges they face,” Mr. Zoellick told reporters after the encounter with Mr. 
Kagame and his team. “For us to be a partner we want to try to match that 
ambition.” 

Rwanda is not only coming out of conflict, but let’s be frank, it’s coming out of 
genocide,” Zoellick said when asked to further explain why Rwanda was picked as 
one of the three African countries for the WB to visit. “This is a country that was 
ripped apart in the most shocking and violent forms that the world sees. In that 
context to watch a president and a team have a strategy to not just build an 
economy, but build inclusion, is very powerful.”

Kagame has an “extraordinarily sensible vision” to address the challenges of 
building “one country” with tolerance and inclusion, said Zoellick.  
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“Nobody is trying to hide the difficulties they know that they face.” One of those 
challenges Zoellick said Kagame talked about is capacity, which takes time to build. 
Zoellick commended Rwanda on the capacity built in the government, particularly 
in gender, but said other areas, such as the private sector, needs to develop – and 
the government knows it. 

When the WB head and Rwanda president discussed foreign aid, Zoellick said His 
Excellency spoke about each person’s right to dignity and the fact that part of that 
dignity includes not depending on foreign handouts. That doesn’t mean Rwanda 
won’t use aid, but rather the country will do as much as it can through national 
means so that aid can be used most effectively. 

The World Bank said the private sector is needed to create jobs, innovation, and a 
knowledge based economy. But there are still fundamental issues that require aid 
money to develop, such education and healthcare.  

Zoellick met with the private sector to talk about the opportunities in Rwanda. 
Twenty-five million of the 40 million committed to Rwanda by the International 
Financial Corporation, the private sector arm of the World Bank Group, has been 
invested. But more funding may be on its way. “I think we may be able to try and 
increase that because we see a lot of dynamic possibilities here,” Zoellick said 
without going into specifics. 

Although Zoellick said he’s seen “big changes” over the course of twenty years in 
terms of what Rwanda has built, more is needed to integrate the landlocked 
country. As part of that integration, Zoellick met with representatives from the East 
African community to discuss infrastructure, energy and private investment in the 
region.  

From August 9 to 13, the World Bank president is visiting three countries dealing 
with conflict in different stages. His visit to Rwanda was in between the DRC and 
Uganda. 
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